Dispensary, London. On the Use of Sulphate of Aniline in Chorea.?In 18G2 Dr. Fraser treated live cases of chorea in tlie London Hospital with the sulphate of aniline, but without success. Since that time he has employed the same agent in two more cases; and although in one of them there were two relapses, a cure seems to have followed on the third occasion of treatment. The first patient referred to was in the hospital for a month in each of the two previous attacks, and had been dischai'ged cured, and he appeared for the third time in January, 1863. He was ordered to take as a draught five grains of sulphate of aniline with ten minims of dilute sulphuric acid and an ounce of water three times a day. Tlie effects of the aniline could be observed about half an hour after its administration by the mauve colour of the mucous membrane of the mouth, and the nails showed a similar effect at the same time.
The medicine caused some headache, giddiness, and vomiting, and its use was occasionally discontinued and then resumed, but after treatment for about a month the choreic movements ceased, and the patient was again discharged cured. The amount of aniline taken was 290 grains.
In the second case the alkaline treatment had been tried unsuccess- fully, and the use of aniline was resorted to, the dose being the same as in the last case. After about a month's treatment this patient also recovered, the quantity of aniline taken being 315 grains. The medicine produced no bad effects except a slight headache, which became gradually less in severity until it disappeared entirely. In this case also the mauve colour appeared on the mucous membrane.?
Medical Times and Gazette, Aug. 5th, 1865. On [Jan.
its functions, so that if it is desired to prevent a fit of epilepsy it is necessary to act on this centre, which Dr. Laycock believes to be the cerebellum.
But the last-named part is itself acted upon by the medulla oblongata from below and by the cerebrum from above, and by influencing the medulla oblongata, the cerebellum is also affected. Now the best plan of arousing a person from deep sleep, syncope or dreaming, is by acting on the medulla oblongata by means which excite that part of the nervous system through the afferent nerves of the respiratory system, and more particularly the nasal branches of the fifth pair. Dr. Laycock, in short, was led to the conclusion that irritants applied to the nostrils would be the best means of exciting the activity of the medulla oblongata, and through it of the cerebellum, in cases of epilepsy. He, therefore, first experimented with strong liquid ammonia and snuff.
The results were not uniform in all the cases, ordinary snuff producing no effect in some, but ammonia seeming to The writer also considers that the indurated chancre does not differ in any respect from the other manifestations of syphilis, and that it ought to be amenable to the action of iodide of potassium. Whether, however, the iodide has the power of controlling the ulterior course of syphilis, as well as of checking the progress of the primary sore, he
has not yet satisfactorily determined, but, on theoretical grounds, he thinks that such would be the result.?Bidletin General de Therapeutique, September 30, "1865.
